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able to see all the field marks — the greyish brown 
upperparts, the whitish patch on the nape, atleast 
three dark tail bands, the dark throat-stripe flanked 
by two fainter moustachial streaks and the pale 
underparts with bold vertical streaks. I could identify 
the bird as an immature Besra sparrow-hawk. 

This sighting may be of interest as, according 
to the HANDBOOK (Vol. 1), this species has been 
sparingly recorded in the Eastern Ghats and its status 
there is uncertain. Further, the habitat in which the 
bird was seen was dry deciduous (altered a little by 
artificial tree planting) and not the “evergreen or 
moist deciduous type”, the known habitat in which 
the bird occurs. 
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15. SIGHTING OF WATER RAIL RALLUS AQUATICUS NEAR MUMBAI 


A Water Rail Rallus aquaticus was ‘spotted 
among the mangroves during low tide on 25th 
December, 1994 at Thane Creek. The bird was actively 
feeding in the marsh. The Water Rail has not been 
reported earlier from Mumbai and Maharashtra (Ali 
and Ripley 1983). The bird is reported to be resident 
and breeding in Kashmir and Ladakh: straggling south 
in winter as far at least as Madhya Pradesh (Ali and 
Ripley 1983). Ihave not come across any reference to 


the occurrence of this bird in Mumbai and 
Maharashtra. Probably this is the southern most record 
of this bird in the country. | 

The bird was photographed and the 
identification was confirmed by comparing it with 
the specimen at BNHS. 


July 4, 1995 HIRA PUNJABI 
6 Gautam Center, Thane East-400 603. 
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16. ORANGEBILLED JUNGLE MYNAH AND HODGSON’S BUSH CHAT IN 
KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK 


‘The Orangebilled Jungle Mynah (Acridotheres 
grandis) was seen on two separate occasions in April 
1995 in Benguri Range of Kaziranga National Park 
(26° 30' and 26° 45' N and 93° 5' and 93° 40' E) in 
Assam. In all 11 individuals of the species were seen 
on the two occasions in groups of five and six 
respectively. The species has been noted on other 
occasions also by the first author. This is a new 
species for the Kaziranga bird checklist and has gone 
unnoticed probably because of its similarity with the 
Jungle Mynah (Acridotheres fuscus). It is easily 
distinguishable by its completely orange bill as 
compared to the yellow-orange bill of the latter. In 


case of the Jungle Mynah, the base of the lower 
mandible tends to be bluish-black (Ali and Ripley, 
1983). The Orangebilled Jungle Mynah also has a 
distinctively larger bunch of unruly hairs on its 
forehead than the Jungle Mynah. Earlier, this species 
was recorded from Nagaland, Manipur, Tripura, Mizo 
hills and the Chittagong Hill Tracts (Ali and Ripley, 
1983). After this, birdwatchers have considerably 
enlarged its range by observations in Panidihing 
(Sibsagar district), (Barooah, 1994), Sibsagar town, 
Dambruchara (North Cachar district), Laokhawa and 
Burrha-Sapori (Naogaon district) and Guwahati town 
(Choudhury 1991). The species has also been 


